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Illinois Nature Year 2027

Twelve months of Illinois nature in depth — birds, blooms, garden,

market, night sky, butterflies, and trees. Typical timing, plus your 2027

sky calendar alongside.
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C O N T E N T S

The Illinois year, month by month

1 January January is the heart of an Illinois winter — short gray days, hard…

2 February February is late winter in Illinois — still cold and often snowy, but the…

3 March March is the great thaw in Illinois — the rivers swell, the prairie…

4 April April is the surge of spring in Illinois — the floodplain woods turn blue…

5 May May is the peak of spring in Illinois and the single best birding month…

6 June June is early summer in Illinois — the prairie grows tall and the first…

7 July July is high summer in Illinois — the tallgrass prairie reaches toward…

8 August August is late summer in Illinois — the prairie reaches its tallest and…

9 September September is the turn into fall in Illinois — fall migration surges, the…

10 October October is peak fall in Illinois — the oak woods and the Shawnee hills…

11 November November is the slide into winter in Illinois — the last leaves fall, the…

12 December December brings winter to Illinois — short cold days, the first lasting…
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